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& D. Easton: Policy evaluation is the process of learning about the

consequences of public policy.

& Y. Dror: Policy evaluation is the systematic learning from feedback.

& H. D. Lasswell: Policy evaluation is the actual statement of the cause-and-

effect relationship of a policy.

& Joseph S. Wholey: Policy evaluation is the assessment of the overall
effectiveness of a national program in meeting its objectives or assessment

of the relative effectiveness of two or more programs in meeting common

objectives.
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& David Nachmias: Policy evaluation research is the objective, systematic, empirical

examination of the effects ongoing policies...have on their targets in terms of goals they

are meant to achieve.

Carol H. Weiss: Evaluation is an elastic word that stretches to cover judgments of many

kinds, but all uses of evaluation have in common the notion of judging merits.

Charles O. Jones: Policy evaluation means judging the merits of government programs,

determining whether and how the programs of the government have affected the public

problems to which they are directed.

& James E. Anderson: Policy evaluation is concerned with the estimation, assessment or

appraisal of policy, including its content, implementation and effects. As a functional

activity, policy evaluation can and does occur throughout the policy process and not

simply as its last stage.
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Wilson’ s First Law Wilson’ s Second Law

O All policy interventions in social problems | | O No Policy interventions in social problems
produce the intended effects—if the research produce the intended effect—if the research
is carried out by those implementing the is carried out by independent third parties,

policy or their friends. especially those skeptical of the policy.
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